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JAMES BURKE COMPLETES FIFTY' YEARS" :AS PUBLIC EaQIt !i .. IS. J :i: & .

Sketch of the Career of a Well Known Norwich Citizen-So- me of His Reminiscences, Together With a. Brief Mention of Some of the Many Changes He
Has Witnessed In His Native City During a Long and .'Useful ;Career;".-r--

reedy mentioned. The Tours on Bos I rons, where it was hard for him to
wen atmw& arm rn wm aa.. vi nnams I see ma nana ueiure nun.r steamer and hose companies, at the I Norwich is indebted to the late Al- -
Falls, drawn "with whits cotton ropes, I ba F. Smith largely, for its water e
by whits-glov- ed uniformed young, 1 tern. He resided in a beautiful t

'TBill" Avery, aa unique character, of!great regularity of habit, and one who I

seemed to ransack his brain Cor some !

new Joke to be sprung daily upon
some unsuspecting victim. . f

One of these is recalled as follows: '

Noah Lucas, the senior, . rIwj was a ;
warra";friend of Mr. Avery's, upon go- - jtog past his store, espied him sitting j

men, the engines horee-dra- wn wiuiion ine ecouana roaa, aiterwara
their offlecrs and men marching, made I cupiea py vt. tiowiana. it was c
a crlorlou axrav. on narada dav. I to his initiative and untiring en"

skinnier than they were at the time
mentioned for it would be against
tradition to find a. well-fe-d horse or
horses bitched to a charcoal --wagon.

Many Hotels." 5.

Norwich, "at this time, had a goodly
number of hotels. In addition to the.
Wauregan House and antedating- it,
was the Merchants Hotel on Main
itreet, now & part of the Austin Block,
the American House, still in existence,
the Thames, on lower Market street,
tending on ground now occupied by

C. Worth & Co., and better known
a the "Coffee House,", and late on the
;nion Square, on the site of the pres

jLeatiy. tne Jolly ana betovea --joe n" wo uuw tan t airvi'- -

Today James Burks of No. - M
, Roath street ends fifty yeajs of ser-v- ie

as the driver of a public back,
and while it baa been rumored that
be would retire from business, we are
assured by Mr. Burke the the con
trary Is truo, and that he will con-
tinue to serve the public in the same
reliable and courteous manner aa in
the past, r.

He is the last of bU line business-wis- e,

and his,! today tle only pub-
lic hack iri Norwich, the last of h's
contemporaries bavins retired from
this kind of work, some little time
since, though stiU employed tn one C

the stables- In the city.

Carrier with hia ustatanta. trum-oet- s I was brought into existence, and t.
wiib flowers in the bell of each, under then the addition of Stony Brook not
arm. at the procession s bead, and I io mention tne iamous cog jieswow
there you have the picture, imper- -

out. on ins BiaewaiK in ironv H flis
accustomed ' chair and salute-- him.
"Good morning, William, "Good morn,
tng Noah", It's a hot morning, replied
Mr. Avery: ''Hot", said Noah. "I don't
call this hot.A . 'TWell, that makes no
difference you ; dont feel the heat."

leaves us care-fre- e as to an abundant
supply of excellent water. Mr. Smith
was a man of commanding presence.

fectly. drawn, as Mr. Burks earn it
many years ago.

the first president of the water board
Residential Streets, and is kindly remembered by many cfThe thermometer is at least 80 right,

here. "Nothing of the sort" was the Jent Y. M. C. A. building, and possibly tne older residents or Norwich.Many changes have come about on
Washington street and Broadway, not Taftvills Prosperous Community.

Taftville has come to bs the teem.so much . in the buildings as ia those
who occupied them as residences In

others. The Wauregan House was a
famous, hostelry in the. days of"Tom"
Norris, as it is now, and numbered
among Its loca) patrons many of the
famous men of tfie city and town; and
the "Coffee House" was kept for a

ing and prosperous community of the
the former days. Lower Washington I present day and its growth has been

reply, --."Well" said William, with a
drawl. Til bet you the the bet
was of merchandise easily obtainable,
as now, on Water street, 'Til bet you
It is 80, by my thermometer there"
pointing to one hanging . beside . the
door. The wager was closed,-an- ad-
vancing slowly toward Noah,-wit- h the
bulb of the thermometer held tn bis

uwi, .wiv.ttwmvwun ium uioo. i wttrveiuus. At aeeois a misnomer 10
There was a fins residence, . with a I style it a village, for it contains an
considerable lawn, tier the Carroll I important portion of the town's pop--time by the late "'Captain Man" De- -
buildins . now stands. Dr. Kinney, I ulation and is an important elementlaney, famous as a fire-fight- er and an

all around good-fellow- .. It is an in Mrs. Wm. M. Converse, John L. De tn the business and social ' life of
Norwich.teresting Rust that, m aetfirtminlrtg' votion. John A. Morgan. Arena. iWill- -clenched hand, William told him to ;

see for tiimself. Noah fussed around j Mr. Burke's - wonderful memoryoughby, CoL. Jones, Timothy Nortonthe distance of surrounding towns and
villages from Norwich, the Merchants
Hotel was always the local starting brings to mind Thamesvilla in theand JedediaJa ttuntlrvgwm 1st. were

among those living in this section, andpoint days when the Mitchells and J. M.
Huntington had two or three rolling-mil- ls

in that thriving village. These
raither up the street, wm. Law. 1. 1.In the early days mentioned in this Buckingham, James Lloyd and Gerd- -

article, the Bulletin was published on "JIM BURKE, NORWICH'S. POPULAR HACK DRIVER AND HIS EQUIPMENT Iner Greene, Lorenzo Blaokstone, J. I were busy days, at high wages In thatf ranklin Sauare. in what is now the

Born on XJnion street, August 20th.,
1850, tbe son of Michael and Mary
Burke, his years alt Mghtly upon him,
and he is ts at his friends, the same
"Jim" Burke tfcat tbey have known so
Ion-- . A man of genial disposition, he
Is and bas always been on of pro- -

' found convictions and when atlrred,
could and did give expression to them
with all the force necessary, but in

- argument he commonly ended his eide
of the matter under discussion with a
laugh. Indicative of hie true temper-
ament, which is certainly a sunny
one, as his bosta of friends will tes-
tify.

Started With O. H. Renynslds.
Fifty years ago he entered the em-

ploy of the late Oliver Reynolds, lim
the latter moved into, the George
Lefnngwell stable, en Suetuckst street,
where the Majestiq building now
tands, and for the last thirty --six

pears Mr. Burke baa owned and
liiven his own teams, and there has
been on the streets of Norwich in all
that time, no more familiar face and
figure than that of James Burke. The
Bulletin presents herewith a fajliful
likeness of him and of his equipage,
with "Jim" seated on the box, land it
neets the eye. of any one who has not
leen him in . recent years, they will
Ind that there has been but little, if

Newton Perkins. James 8. Carew. Dr. I community, and ths beautiful houses

lor nia rra.ung --glasses &na adjusting
them towards the end of his nose, fin-
ally took an observation, the mer-
cury, as a matter of course, having in
the meantime rushed toward 98 de-
grees with all ' speed. Noah having
taken a second look, said, 'Well iBiU."
you win", come on", but I wouldn't
have believed it was so hot a day",
and they adjoined to the place where
they might, and probably did, refresh

Chapman block, afterward removing
to its new building now the extreme west of utie Strand building, was tbewestern end of the Forteous and iM.it- -

Charles Osgood, John T. Adams, Leon- - on the east sids of Thames street, on
ard Ballon, Deacon Benj. W. Thorn p-- the hill, were many, if not all of them,
kins, Henry B. Norton. A. H. and W. built by John Mitchell and his broth- -
H. Abxty, and John Dunham, and ers. Thameeville ran down for a per- -
other. With very few exceDtlons. iod of years, and little was doinsc

Apollo Han" with a restaurant andchell'8 store. , The RKIiards building
had not then been erected, and "Jake saloon in the basement and a store on

the main floor. The present struc-
ture, erected by the late Wareham

biennially - as aigainst the Massachu-
setts general court's annual sessions,
is reputed ' to do quite a little . in the
way of law-maki- ng in quantity, if not
in quality.

Great-Changes.. . ,

Probably no section of the city has

Gottschalk, a ramous shoemaker and none of their residences Is occupied I there in the way of manufactures. At

renewer", which he vended from house
to house and store to store. --He was
a tall, curious figure of a man, as we
remember him. wearing his hair long
and possessing a stentorian voice, and
was for a time, watchman at the old
C. B. Rogers itiop, en Thames street,
from the roof of which, after a double
flourish on bis bugle, he once an

repairer, had his little shop on a nest Williams, whose residence was on ty any of tlieir descendants, and the I preeeni, wiin me vuuery, ins ameri-sam- e

is truo of 'Broadway; on tbe lat-- 1 can Strawboard Co., the power houseBroadway at the corner of Broad

tneur souls, une Deauxy oi aie story,
if it contains any, lies in the fact that
some little time elapsed before the
trick dawned upon Mr. Lucas, and you
may believe that he was by no means
a dullard, on the contrary, one of the

ter street one or two of Its statelieststreet, was occupied by the firm of
oi rocks in mat vicinity on tne main
street. The county court house wias
situated on Church street, where the
property of William H. Allen now

of the Shore Line Electric Railway
and other smaller enterprises, it is
one of the city's busy spots, and will
become of even greater importance

undergone greater change than have
Franklin Square, East Main street,
and Franklin street, at Its lower end.

Williams and Chester for many years
as a dry-goo- ds store, and still east ofnounced one of the greatest Union

mansions having been torn down, the
Slater place and the David Smith
place, long the residence of the late
CoL Mowry and his parents and their

wittiest of men. T victories in the civil war. their store were the Reynolds build
In these aays, Norwich boasted a lng and the narrow Cook building. upon the construction and operation

of the new woolen mill, recently or- -

stands, Plough it was not flush with
the street, and after its destruction
by fire, court was held In the Austin
block, on the upper floor, the new and
beautiful Court House not then having

While many of lie old buildings on
the square still remain, many of these
have received new fronts, and one who
saw the place thirty-fiv- e or more

family. . That stately edifice St,now merged in the Shannon building.
5atrirJc'B church, faajt aince been (mil. I ganized. Mr. Huntington. like Mr,Tbe Buswell building has occupied
unit with th nxrtm-- v anil aurmundina-- Mitchell, was One Of the most ener- -its present! site for many years withyears ago and looked about him now,

out rew. cnanges, but on the corneriny. change in his burly form and
Deen erected. It was a dingy place
difficult of access, and would now be
regarded as entirely unfit for the use

gronnds Is one of the city's greatest I gotic of our business men and under
ornaments, and ths beautiful Park I tn 0x111 name of J. M. Huntington &
church is a distinct and beautiful ad- - I Cbt was associated with Theodore

for the first time since that period,
would hardly recognize it as the same now occupied by the Norwich Savingsrubicund visage.

democratic newspaper, published in a
building at the corner of Water and
Market streets. The "Aurora",' a
weekly publication, afterwards merged
with a daily evening edition, known as
the "Advertiser'V. It was published by
John W. Stedman, an old style demo-
crat, of the Judge Hovey type. Mr.
Stedman also published for many
years, '.lie only directory Norwich af

The Express Business.
- The express business in Norwich
was not then so extensive as at pres-
ent, and fewer teams were seen about
the streets. Probably the most pecu-
liar outfit of the sort, in the United
States was seen daily busily engaged
in carrying all sorts of articles to and
fro. A colored man, Treadway by
name, and living on the West Side,
had a fair-size- d bull, which de at

society stood a low structure withplace. The square itself was a mud- -to watch it was then put.Mr. Burke when asked to become
reminiscent, recalled many things of leaning roof, occupied by Captain S, dltlon to the buH dings on Broadway. Raymond, formerly living in the

house on Broad street now owned byhole and on several occasions at freshThe Carroll building was then un R. Parlin as a Jewelry store, who alsoe, could be and was navigated in First Hack He Ever 8aw.Interest both (o the older and to tine known, and the present Washington Arthur H. Brewer, Esq., in the Westboats. The old Franklin street brookftresent generation. Among the men had at one tame, a store in the Bus
well building. Near this low buiMsquare had not one-fif- th of its pres Mr. Burks recalls the first back hehad a way at high water, of backingIrlving pubUd hacks at the beginning ent area. The 'Elevator building" as ing and between it and what is now ever used, and we regret that no pic

India trade, their offices and ware:,
house being on Commerce street, run-
ning through to their wharf in the --

rear of the store.
up into itie cellars of the stores, setit was afterward called, had not been forded, and this to was merged into

the present directory published by the
Prico Lee Co., though it still bears the

called the Cooke block, containing tbeting boxes and barrels afloat, and of
f his career, were Harry JKogers,

Thomas A. Holmes, who is etlll liv-
ing. James Stanley, afterward a well- -

erected, and after it was- - built and ture of it is extant. It was what was
called at that time a "Clarence" and
bad one ot tbe rounded glass fronts,

flooding the lower parts of the stables At the time this firm war in busiKaphael store, was a vacant paved
space, an aproach to the saloon of
Charles H. and afterward Channingion Bath street, to the terror of all the

used as a mill and granary for a time,
by G. P. Cottrell & Co., was, as all
know, devored to other business-pur- - so popular in that day. He rememrats in the neigtvbrhod who could be

mown member of the police force,
Patrick McKiernan, George Hillman,
t brother of . "Charlie," already re

ness, they had a number of vessels
trading directly with Porto Rico, car-
rying out such merchandise as might

title "Stedman s . Norwich Directory.
The newspapers went the way of all
democratic newspapers in our town,
and Mr. Stedman. having received
from a democratic state administra

bers equally well that some fifteen

times led, at times drove to a email
open wagon, and did quite a thriving
business. It is not recalled that he
ever rcse to the distinction of having
c horse-draw- n vehicle The only pub-
lic express company than in Norwich
was the Adams, the agent being the
late Elisha Slocum than whom no
more genial gentleman or public-spirite- d

citizen ever lived in this commun

seen swimming about for their lives.poses.
franklin street, widened - as it hasferred to. John Fahey. "William Cam y'.JT'T'" .lli"""rL, be saleable there, or sailing In bal- -On tine adjoining street fWater been, with its new and ornate buildv ion, still residing in Norwich, Irving

Cooke, Martin M alone and Daniel Ma- -
one. A number of these began buei

tion, the ofiVce of insurance commis-
sioner, which he filled with singular
ability, afterward became the treasur-
er of one of the Hartford savings

ings and substantial pavement, has so
altered in appearance and in business
importance as well, that there is hard-
ly space to tell of tire ' marvellous

Street,) were some of the famous mer-
chants, in many diverse lines, of the
city. I. W. Carroll, Norton and Con-
verse, the Converse of the firm be-
ing the redoubtable William, whose
lovely country home was in Franklin,

r'T,. to ":vl"iir,T"' '"brig George" which had a Britishity. He is remembered pleasantly by register and flew the Union Jack wouldall ilie older residents, and in his leisbanks and died in that city. that he might take his position underchanges that time and intelligent ef lie at tbe Huntington wharf for whatVlLZ. ,.aJtLth,t WaJi: --eeiedTa jrrVat of time iA loal

less later than Mr. Burke, but all of
them were familiar figures on our
itreets thirty or more years ago.
among-- the stable-keepe- rs of the early
era of Inis career, were Oliver Rey-J- s,

abovo mentioned, who .began
uainesa on Bath street, before re

ure moments delighted in fishing and
kindred sports, as did his friends, the regan corner, afort have brought about, The Hallett

block, the Converse block, both erected
by the late CoL Converse, and" the
new 'Bulletin building and . Sunlight

ing and unloading, and one's mouth
waters at the ' remembrance ot the
molasses-sug- ar found clinging to the

late James Lloyd Greene, sometime
mayor of Norwich, and himself one of
the. most delightful of men, as well as

Bailey, the ground occupied by it audi
the buildings mentioned being now oc-
cupied by the Norwich Savings Soci-
ety. .....--

From ue Wauregan corner on lower
Broadway to Bath street, with one or
two exceptions, the buildings are new
to the times of which we .write. The
Central building, occupying the site of
the old Central Baptist church, and
the present Chapman building, on the
corner of Bath street, having been re-
built from the small structures oc-
cupied as a fire-hou- se by the Niagara
Hose Co. and the famous "Hooks," tlie
Wauregan Hook and Ladder Co.,
whose roster included some of the
famous names of the city, many of its
former members still living In Norwich.

On the oposite side of this
thoroughfare, the building of ths St.
Mary's T. A. & B. Society and the
stately structure of the Y. M. C. A.,

and who was a staunch democrat,
when democrats were exceedingly rare
in Norwich, and to whom, while they
were fast personal friends, the late
Isaac H. Bromley, former editor of the
Bulletin, and afterward of the New
York Tribune, regularly applied doses
of his caustic wit, to the great de- -

building are a few examples of whathis brother vvm. P. Greene. has 4ieen done to orlng Franklin streetThere was no more familiar figure
moving to Shetucket street, Col. Pen-lleto- n,

who also moved to Shetucket
rtreet, Hayes and. Savory, on 'Bath
Itreet, McChesney and Barrows, who
mn the stable near the old covered

Inside of the casks some two inches
thick and easily removed by a short
length of barrel-stav- e and still more,
easily conveyed to tbe mouth, with
highly satisfactory results. After

weather and having addittorjal ad-
vantages aa weU.

Them Folks Ain't Around New."
Charles Johnson, of the. Norwich

bank, always made it a practice to
hail the first man under the tree when
he desired to go home, and give him a
dollar as his fare. Benj. Huntington,
of the Norwich Savings Society, who

Changes in Shetucket Street,
Mr. Burke has seen great changes

in Shetucket street since entering up-
on bis business career. On the east-
erly corner : of Main and Sheuoket
stood the old Norwich Bank; and along
side it, toward Main street, a minia-
ture flatiron-buildin- g, owned by Mr.
Cook, a tailor, who conducted his bus-
iness up stairs. Mr. Charles Johnson
was president of the bank, and Mr.
Frank Johnson the cashier, afterward
filling the position of president, with

of that period than 'Charlie" Spauld- - to its present condition as a business
thoroughfare.

East Main Street Transformation.
ing, messenger of the Adams Express
Co. and his fine horse 'Tan." Mr.lif"Jt of Mr. Converse.

Farther down the street, were D. P.ttruoture, known as the "Toll Bridge' Mr. Huntington's demise, Mr. RayBut East Main street has undereoneSpaulding is still hale and hearty inleading frem .Norwich to that part of mond associated with him In the busCoon, the famous store of Rawson and his declining' years, residing, as tie alPreston now known as the East Side, iness, Jonathan TrumbuiL long theWhipple, Albert T. Converse, and An lived in the Huntington homestead atways, has, on the East Side. Calvin1. R. Bingham, at the Falls, on Oneoo drew and Nash, where a portion of the what is now called "Harland s Corner'Roath was later another of the mesItrei succeeded by Subert and Luce,

the greatest transformation. Mr. Burke
easily recalls in in his driving about
the city as one of the muddiest streets
encountered by fcim in his travels, and
in no location in Norwich has there
been a greater change in the . charac

Auditorium Hotel now stands. in Norwich Town, made tt his prac
genial librarian of the Otis Library,
who made several voyages to the West
Indies on their vessels, and can tellmany highly interesting anecdotes re

sengers, afterward going into the railMr. Stephen B. Meel:, as cashier. Thetfterward by Sylvester Subert, Russell On Commerce Stroet. are among the noticeable buildings ofnath bone, on " the west Side, jiear way express service, and he too is still
living and residing on Laurel HSU. TheOn Commerce street, the Shetucket

oank at tne cna oi its career, closed
out its business and Mr. Meeeh be-
came the cashier of the Thames Na

the city, and ornaments to the streetHigh street, and Henry Lathroo. on
tice to ride down in the 'bus, then
driven by thalate John Hough. He
would at ; times forget bis - keys, and
when he reached the '."Landing" in that
plight and unable to open the bank's

Eank, long since closed, the ware garding his experiences in ths islands,
and of their many primitive or pecu-
liar customs.

iate James Tucker, at one time super
intendent of the Wm. W. Backus has

on which they stand, s

The Fire Companies. . .

lieatnut 8 tree t,. on the sit where the
Central fire-stati- on now stands, and

ter of the building's. Changing froma residential to a business street, some
of the best structures in Norwich add

house and office of Dr. Charles Os tion bank, a position which he held
pitaL was one of Mr. Slocums assistgood, looking much as they do at for many years. The Norwich bank.Daniel Holt 'a stable occupying a place doors, he. would call , for ."Jim" ' topresent, tartiier on, the late "Sam' Tlie mention of the fire companies

above named.VJwought to memory the
Trolley Conveniences.

We are all inclined at times toh the rear of the wauregan House. ants, as was "Al" Leffingwell, who now
runs a rural delivery route from the

to its beauty and utility. The Chel-
sea Bank, the Post Office the Mar take him up to fhe house and return,Osgood, prince of good fellows, whothe entrance - being on Franklin days of the old fire department and Invariably giving' him - two "kick" at our present trolley-syste- mwas succeeded by Rousseau and Dor- -

aa a state institution, possessed, we
believe, the unique distinction of be-
ing the only one in the country emit-
ting notes of an odd denomination and
value, either a three or a four dollar

tauare, near- the site of the Thayer guerite and Marion buildings and the
Elks Home are examples. Where the the annual parade, of all the comlocal postomce. .

Only Three Dentists, "one" as ne said, for ' Reynolds andran ce and last of all, the old John panies. Mr. Burke remembers vividlyauildlng.
Soma Long Drives. one for the driver." Mr. Burke sage

and its service, and perhaps in some,
instances, with some degree of justifi-
cation, but when one lets the mem- -Breed store, afterward Breed and in the ancient times . before the waNorwich had but three dentists atPrentice and later still A. W. Pren ly remarked to rthe writer that "them

folks ain't around now," though weMr. Burke when asked as to his ter works were known, when the ma ory go back to the times ot which wetlce & Co., famous for years, the

old East Main Street Methodist chuTtli
once stood, is now the commodious
and handsome store of J. P. Holloway,
the building so transmogrified that
one could hardly believe it was not en-
tirely new. The Hubbard and Slater

rarioua drives About Norwich and its imagine he-stil- retains patrons who 1 have written, our present fcicilitiesfor Jcountry round, as headquarters for
this time, whom we remember. Dr.
Torbush. Dr. Clapp, ntvo for so long
a time had his office in the Fay build-
ing on Franklin Square, and Dr. Geer,

lurrounding country, was rather re travel are as a Pullman car to ahardware and the like.. Nor shouldbcent, though he was assured that an
chines with the long rails on either
side of the body,' used in" pumping,
would assemble near the Wauregan
corner for a trial of strength as to
who should throw the liigher stream.

wheelbarrow.wo forget the Barstow store, still tne sue or whose office at this period. In those days, should you desire to

are mn m m uienus, mr. .xutkb nas
seen his native city emerge from a
community without a water or sewer
system, and when the lighting of the
Streets, or rather the. lack of lighting,

account of some of them might prove
ixceedinigly interesting, but recalled standing and doing a successful busi

bill. Below tbe bank,, on Shetucket
street, was a "building, occupied by tl.ie
late Mrs. Olive W. Piatt as a millin-
ery and fancy-goo- ds store, and below
that a nest of rocks until the then
"New" bank --building was constructed,
to be occupied in order, by the Chelsea
Savings bank, the Thames National,
and the Norwich Savings Society. If
it is recalled rightly, the eas -- office
was in the building next to the TJncas

could hardly be found today; it hav go to Wllliznantic, seventeen miles disness under its present management.that it was bis custom every alter a dozen men on either side, or as tant, and did not care to drive overMr. 'Burke recalls some of the "charnal TuMdftV alar lit. for h ton tiAriod. some of the most execrable roads in
existence in the spring and winter
merely roads in name you were left

!o meet Theodore C. Weeks, then of
Boston, but ; now deceased, at the

acters" ot Norwich at that time as
vividly as though they had lived but
yeeterday. "Mish" Turner, whose only

ing Deen in the second story of a
building in sthe rear of the Reynolds
building, now the west end of the Bos-
ton store and was approached by
walking' up a narrow lane which ran
between the Reynolds and Cook build

'steamboat' 'train then reaching Nor
wk--h at about ten p. m. and drive him to the tender mercies of the New Lon-

don Northern Railroad, where, if the
engine "steamed" all right and youio Colchester.' where (Mr. Weelrs ram ing, above mentioned.

residences were the most imposing on
the street, one of them giving way to
the post office site, it being at that
time owned and occupied by Capt
Avery Smith, and the other becoming
the Elks Home. East Main street
possessed for a long time the most
beautiful avenue of large and statPiy
elms ia Norwich, and loud was .liecry when an intelligent cWy'adminis-tratlo- n

removed them, to make way
for a city rather than a country road.

The laying of the modern pavement,
which' is now to be found there put
on the finishing- touch, and now with
its new buildings in process of erec-
tion, it is confessedly one of our finest
streets in every respect. It has. of

The doctor afterward built and re were not obliged to lay out too longUy were then staying at the Hayward
place. Mr. Weeks having been the for a freight, which seemed to havemoved his offices to '.tie building on

Broadway, which bears his name, nowon n-law of the hvte Nathaniel Hay
ward, founder of The. Hayward .Rub occupied by the New London Countyber Co.- - Mr. Burke remarked at insurance t;o. and the Southern N. E.

tne rigni or way, ana, in aaaiuon, ii
did not take the fireman and his as-
sistant at the station, if one appeared
on the scene, to "wood up" ths en-
gine at South Windham, wood being

length regarding the condition of the Telephone Co.
Mention of the Transportation com

- turnpike between Norwich and Co-
lchester, and ';e length of time re-
quired for the trip. At that: period. the fuel at that time, you were rea-

sonably sure to arrive in time to at-
tend to a small amount of business,
and all for. the modest sum of sev-
enty centa, and your return home at

pany brings to mind the fact thatNorwich had been a prosperous
steamboat-lin- e running to New York,
with, at least four boats in commis-
sion. The City of New York and City
of Boston though occasionally seen in

course, lost its title "East" but to our
older inhabitants it will always be
known,' if not called, by its full name night was subject to like vicissitudes.

This was then the only railroad to
- Jast Main " street.

Some of the Doctors,jNorwich, seldom came up the Thames,

there was no railroad running into
Colchester, indeed the "Air Line" run-
ning through Turnervtllo, had not been
kuiK. The trip- - to Oolohester was a
tormina hie undertaking, the' road In
idditlan to being worked in the

method, was rutted on either
llde so deeply bv the teams of the
late William F. Bailey as to be at
times! well night impassable because
f the going to and fro of tine huge

New London, as well; the single traindui me taty or .Norwich ana the Citv ' Among the doctors of the old time run by the Norwich and Worcester toof New London plied resrularly be-
tween the two ports carrying both recalled by 'Mr. Burke, and all of New London being . the steamboat

train, at night, which ran 'around thev.i-io- he knew were Dr. Ralph Farnspassengers and freight; the two first worth, who lived on East Main street. curve, as it was called, to the Newnamed steamboats being in their time in tne nouss now occupied by Dr. London --tracks.among the finest boats on the sound. Now, you may take a steel electrioLewis, Dr. "Joe" Puller, on the same
street, Dr. Paddock, then residing in

The burning of the City, of New Lon--
don,-wit- h its tragic consequences, is
a matter of familiar history today. the large brick house, with the for

car; wen appointed, and for a small
sum, twenty-fiv- e cents or so, be in
New London in less than an hour and
in Willimantic - in some eighty min

midable lions at its approach near theneater on. tne tnty or Lawrence one present Chelsea 'Bank building. Dr.
Elijah Kinney, famous in his time, then

of the first, if not the first iron boat to
run through the Sound, was added to utes, and there is a half --hourly ser

vice in the one case and an hourly inriving in a large white house on low
er Washington street, vitch still the other, and the same or a like

'gondolas" ladened with supplies for
ind lhe finished products of the Rub-
ber Company. He recalled also, many
Irives to the Music Seminary In
Palem, conducted by the late Oramel
Whittlesey, grandfather of the V&--
nous sculptor. Beta Pratt of Bo soon,
who still retains and cultivates tbe an-ces-

acres.
Returning In the Early Hours,

There were Bus times at the old
chool, and many - musical entertaln-tnent- s.

always largely attended by
Norwich people, and Mr. Burke men-
tioned with pleasure his numerous
drives to this institution, returning in

the fleet, and on the occasion of her
first sailing up lie river to Norwich,
she was greeted royally by our citi-
zens. She was a fine boat, and her in

service is given on the other trolleystanos, ur. unanes m. uarieton, a
tines. ., .gallant soldier and the --leading sur-

geon of Eastern Connecticut. Dr. Now in these old days as Mr. Burketerior cabins and staterooms were, for
the times, superbly appointed. Haile, of Broad street, the father of

Mrs. William Camp Lamnan and oth
remembers we had, first, the 'bus, with
its straw-littere- d floor, for the pur-
pose of warming the passengers' feet,
and let it be said that it was highly

ers whom he does not recall as this isSteamboat Captains,
steamboat-trai- n, leaving Bos written,

All of the older attorneys, whose
careers were mentioned at length inII o early morning hours. At that

ton at about 6:30 or T p. m. was a
through express and carried In 'addi-
tion to its passenger-coache- s, several
flat-ca- rs loaded with truck-lik- e safes

unsuccessful in the execution of itspurpose running over fixed routes
likely to furniBh traffic, and at a very
slow pace. There was, in addition to
the Greensville and Norwich Town

tne BWletm of January 1st, of thetime Fred Jennings of Greensville, present year, were known to Mr.d rare a 'bus between that village and
the city, making two or three round Burke, and many of them have madeor the Adams Express Company.

lines as late as in the Eighties, ontrips a day. and carrying sued pas- -
of these "busses, driven by a Mr. Har

use of his hack from the station to
ilieir homes and on other occasions, as
well, as he may have been needed.

icngere as ha might pick up, making
which on their arrival in New London,
were rolled from ithe train directly on
the boat, and delivered sealed, in New
York. Among the steamboat captains
of this period, .were Captain WSloox,

. Bis city headquarters near the store of During the time that he has servedJake" . Acnes, near what is now the OLD CENTRAL VERMONT STATION DURING FLOOD OF '83Perkins block near the Wauregan. the public he has seen many changes
in our city and town governments, and
its officials no less than fifteen mayors

1 Mr. Amas kept a candy manufactory uaptain Lanpnere, weighing some
three hundred pounds. Captain Shirley

vey, wnicn starting at Thamesviiie
went up Broadway and through Lin-Co- in

avenue and the Falls and back
to its starting point, and it was con-
sidered a great convenience, leaving as
it didt the Wauregan House, a little
before noon on the dinner trip, and
shortly after S p. m. to take ths res-
idents of the section named to their
homes. Ths lata CoL George Perkins.

ostensible business was conducted in having held offices In that time, manyand later. Captain Wm. Ward, who forBank building, standing' then, as now,
next to the Shetucket Bridge, the in a long time commanaea tne vary ox

uid store for the sale of bis product
b an old one-stor- y or story and a half
frooden structure, with a slanting

roof. It, like the corner
Goes-grow-

n

building now known aa the
toting block, was a sort of head- -

oi cnem xor more than one term, from
the Hon. James Lloyd Green, who re-
tired in 181, again serving from 171

CORNER OF ,MAIN AND BROADWAY. FIFTY YEARS ASOWorcester." They were well known
to travelers end to their townsmen.

tervening ouildlng, owned by the lateHenry Bin, stood where the Ttuames to 1876, to me present Incumbent. Hon.and always except under special cirxxmn ana rrust t;o. ouiicting now after be ceased to walk to his house.Allyn L. Brown. If the reader shouldcumstances, were in command of theluarters for live numerous male K'os by fhe private company furnishing th was ons ot its constant patrons.stand. Bolow the buialing was a
millinery-stor- e and i the low white. same boat continuously, a practice take the directory and look over the

names of the cent!emen who have oc First Horse Car.which has been largely discontinued. gas, was a joke or a menace to safe-ty, as one might regard it. to a citvwoooen ouildlng, where "Mr. fBlll con
lips of the day, and affairs of state,
ind. doubtless of their neighbors as
tell, were there discussed daily, and,
lettled satisfactorily to the. disputants,

cupied he office of mayor, from thewe believe, since the acquisition of the When the horse-ca- r first mads itsducted his publishing business, ' and with one of the finest water systems
in the country; an adequate supply!from whence was issued Kitto'a His appearance --on our streets, it ran asline ny the New Haven Railroad.

The Police Fores.tory of the Bible" and sold by agents
throughout the entire country, netting

, r not to the parties immediately con
isrned. .

tor an purposes ana sucn a super-
abundance of water, that it is furnish.

many as might lay hold, grasped the
bars, the suction-pip-e was laid in the
cistern - in the street, , the . foreman
mounted the machine and the tug ef
war began and was on. Little was
said by the pumpers but the foreman
of each company, yelling at ths top
of his lungs and dancing up and down
in lias ttmited space, made up for fhe
apparent lack of vocal enthusiasm on
tbe part of ths men who grasped ths
bars, pumping them up and down' with
the sweat rolling down their reddened

Norwich then boasted auite a notice- -

one of the stores oh Commerce street,
where he advertised to sell "Turks Is.
land" salt, but with the aid of Mr.
Brrnley, of ttae Bulletin, who kept
him and bis soubriquet constantly in
the. limelight, he contributed largely
to the gaiety of nations. Bromley
gave to him the title of City Mission-
ary, from whence the 'M5sh" v for
short, and there was never a week
that bis name and some imaginary or
fanciful doings of bis were not chron-
icled in the Bulletin. He was, a
roly-pol- y little fellow, a Jolly sort of
character, and not at all disturbed by
!l:e title of City Missionary; on the
contrary, rather delighted with tt and
ur.disturbed by the alleged activities,
which the reader may nest assured
were entierly outside his line, attri-
buted to him by the editor of the Bul-
letin.

Water Street Merchants.

Ana iver "stage was "'driven from force, not large in number, far fromoar. mu, as was said, a handsome for-
tune. The late Oliver Reynolds lived

ed by the department for manufactur-
ing purposes: .a lighting system thathe Ames store twice daily by 'Colo-iel- "

Bennett, of Union street, to Full- - it, not efficient so far as it went. Who,
at that time does not recall the re--for many years In the house below. supplies every need, both publio-an- d

aft,e5 his purchase of the Leffingwell! doubtable Captain Hawkey and later private, ana a nouce ana fire denart.and the bri-ol- buihling next be-- ment second to none in cities ot its
)r'a store at Norwich Town, and it
kad. In addition to-- its duty of carry --

big passengers, the additional dignity
f conveying the.U fi. mails on each

trip. Near by the Dr. Eaton store in

on captain small 7 it there were
fewer arrests in (dose days let us hope
that the offenders against the law's

ciasa, Tne street lighting contract inyona the Reynolds house, and at pres
ent used for freUrht-office- s. was i

we Deneve, to Greensville, and after- -'
ward the' 11ns was constructed , from
the square up Franklin street to JsTor-wi- ch

Town, running up the 'mala
road, now North Washington street,
instead of through the 'Falls as at
Present. ' The cars were small affairs
and it would be difficult to fin dj one of
their type, though a few of them can
be seen in a lot near Poquetanucx
cove and others near Quaker Hill, in
Waterford, serving the -- purpose cf
summer-residen- ce foe their occupant.

True West, whoss personality bm
as well as his curious Christian narn--
will be remembered, was superintend-- .

faces, until they received from their former days, involved during moon-lig- ht

nights ne lighting .ot ths lamna.busy place, occupied as it was, by the
Norwich- & Worcester Railroad and

majesty wer fewer stiU. A great
lawyer and advocate who, retiring

officer the comand to cease pumping.
After this, the judges stationed on

the balcony of the Wauregan House.
Bio Young block.,and but a little way

the the Norwich and New York Trans rrom practice, left his .New York of
and it it happened to be cloudy orstormy, that condition made no dif-
ference, and the lamps still remainedannounced their decision and thenportation Co., as their main offices.

mat of it, was ttramou leea store"
tt Pobert Herrklkyand Con, and in
Ircnt of the store,-I- Main street.

fices an--d went to his ancestral home

incorporation of the city in nt to thepresent year, hs would find among
them the names of distinguished
statesmen, patriots and solid, business
msa of their time. .

At the Four Corners.
Anoitier notable change in the ap-pe-a

ranee of our city is in the square
occupied- - by the Wauregan House and
Boston Store, the Shannon building,
the Buswell building' and the superb
home ef the Norwich Savings Society.

For a long time, the Wauregan stood
In solitary grandeur, below It on the
same side of Ma4a street, being' the
candy-stor- e of "Jake" Ames above
mentioned, afterward the store f
John C Perkins, who erected the block
now standing on, the sate of tits old
store, afterward, the block - occupied
by the Cosgrov shoe-to- rs was built,
and beyond that wars stores for the
sale of fruit, candy and the like, in
lew bondings used by Oliver Tubbs
and John Tnteman, the only fr tru-
storob wbrch we recall as being in the
city at that time, beyond these on the
Franklin street side were a grocery

well at that period, perhaps uuere mayIn Massachusetts, had in his employ, a uniignteo, and tne "corporation moon."On the opposite side of the street, and
above Little Water Street, were theThere were great doings in Water be now, there was a certain amberori'g&t youne attorney as h secretary, i. s. no moon at all reigned la thsand Commerce streets- - in these days, stores of James Vickrldge, now retired

were the public scales, Mr. Herrick
kira"one of the town-weighe- At' jhat.' time, aa Mr. Burke remembers. sieaa oi gas.fluid, said to be delightfully refresh"

ing when one is heated. It was Ken--and upwards of ninety years of age: ent ot the company, then known, as
to whom he paid a liberal salary.-- - On
being asked by a friend why he "did
this, he replied "to keep me from com

Whan n .. ... vw- Iand a long list of names of merchants
on those streets might be given; men Silas Hlggins, grandfather of thethere were some twenty odd charcoal-- X rwicn street a lway, ana aaerally understood, that at these, times,

no genuine thirst, howevsr extensive. UK?-- ItfJLL?- -'
having important post it was. in his estiof kindly disposition and stout hearts. termer congressman, the only Tanlea ma coming to' the city from Vol- - mitting ortma "There are so mny

criminal statuses yearly added by tfcekee notion" store in the city, and other Z..f. --T'Z'm 7" . ' I tlon. at least.intown ana vicinity, Rie owner cry neeaea to go unsiacitea.
Ths line served its purpose InBut the glory of the department waslegislature to er laws, tnat I should j " vwtumi iu set alongafter a fashion. But if one wassmall merchants.

"Elder" Swan.

some of them not given to the usages
of polite society possibly, otbers of
mora sedate visage and mien, but all
of them ready for a little "fun," and
none so squeamish as to resent a Joke

tag and peddling their wares about the
ftrete and ulien sold out, going to
Berrlck's and standing in front of fhe

at tts neignt m later years, and nobe utterty ' umvble to keep traok of
them myself, so I employ my young cny or res siza ooastea a setter fire-

oousra ' xaKe an early train en awinter's --morning, . and lived at , any
distance . from, the station, it wastore, each horse . wearing as - Air. mend to careruRy examine toem andAmong the quaint characters of tne

town. Mr. Burke recalls 'Elder"

day,-and- . was a marked dTiscj
the stage service. He had c t;
occasionally discontinuing a c r
cause "it didn't pay." A ho'go up from its patroni, r ' ' --

time, ths service wouli la t
It was no fool's Job, f o", ;

upon himself, lhe late Isaao John-Burke said "anoae-bo- w containing ten so keep ins elear from the clutches of
departmerot than Norwich. Ths Big
Six at Thamesvttle, The. Delanoys on
the West Side hill, the Blackstons
hose-compa- ny and the Wauregan

sen kept for many years a store opkrnts' worth of oats" purchased at taie law.Swan, who used to go about the
streets, with a key-bug- ls which . he
blew lustil.. afterwards descantine

SerrfCk'a. W fear that now a days,
Duiovmng i an unaeriaxmg to-- go

the distance safely, except yon . hadthe good fortune to be able to takea carriage. Mr. Burke mmLiia
This is by no means Intended as aposite Rawson and Whipple's, and who

having any - knowledge of : tbe times,,' ki. i tr.e r. - t price of grain.' ten refieetion upon our own general as- - aiKi the Keney shoe-stor- e, steamer ana nose company on
dees not reeail the genial WilEam-- r' upon the merits of 'Hall's Sicilian hair, semWy, but it too, wJaile meeting; nly. Kx?s wort.i vmu.d tun the nag look . Opposite, on Slain street, and just street, the Hooks 'and Niagaras al-- of thea early morriinsf or bis J&t--J Continue a ., en r


